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Berlin wall legacy

PHOTOGRAPHS BY SOLIMAN LAWRENCE

1 SOVIET WAR MEMORIAL A Russian family lays flowers
at the base of a 40-foot-tall bronze of a World War ll-era
Russian soldier trampling a swastika and holding a sword
and a child. The memorial was erected in 1949 in what was
then East Germany. The wall went up 12 years later.

2 WATCHTOWER The narrow gray building in the center
of this photo once stood between the walls separating East
from West; now it's dwarfed by apartment buildings. Open
space created by the fall of the Berlin Wall on Nov. 9, 1989,
presents opportunities and challenges.

3 RIVER VIEWS Between the East Side Gallery (a 3/4-mile
section of the wall that various artists were invited to paint
shortly after the wall fell) and the River Spree, youths socialize
on the sand. The area used to be a no man’s land.

4 PRESENCE OF THE PAST Bricks mark the path of the
wall through a sector now filled with government buildings.
Moving Germany'’s capital to Berlin was very costly; only
recently has the city climbed out of debt.

5 WALL COMMERCE Sections of the wall (this one is at
Potsdamer Platz) are scattered throughout the city, some
advertising restaurants or souvenir shops — where you can
still buy pieces of the wall.

6 COMEBACK Potsdamer Platz, one of Europe’s

busiest intersections before World War |l, virtually became an
empty lot when the wall went up. Today it is a showcase of
modern architecture.
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7 WALL COMMERCE, PART 2 Actors dressed as US
(I.) and Soviet soldiers will pose with tourists for a fee at
Checkpoint Charlie (Checkpoint C), once a major East-
West crossing point.

8 LIBERATED Mauer Park (Wall Park) was once strung
with barbed wire; now it's a venue for basketball courts
and a popular weekend flea market, where Madonna
cassettes mingle with East German textbooks on Lenin.

9 STROLL An elderly couple walks in an empty tract of
land in central Berlin, sealed off for 28 years by the wall.
Some open spaces have attracted squatters.

1 0 ZONE TRANSPORT A Berlin subway train zips
past a still-standing portion of the wall. In the Soviet era,
subway trains that originated in West Berlin and passed
through East Berlin on the way to their destinations went
by ‘ghost’stations guarded by East German soldiers.

B Soliman Lawrence is an American photographer living in
Berlin. He began exploring the aftermath of the Berlin wall’s
fall soon after his arrival there in 2006.
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